[Role of chorionic gonadotropin in the differentiation of thymocytes].
The effects of chorionic gonadotropin, a basic hormone of pregnancy, on the differentiation of the human thymocytes were studied. The hormone does not affect the phenotype as determined by expression of the membrane molecules CD3, CD4, CD8 and functional activity of intrathymic pre-T-lymphocytes, but stimulates production of autocrine growth factors by these cells. Cultivation of cortical thymocytes in the presence of chorionic gonadotropin induces their phenotypic maturation with predominant development of CD4+ CD8- cells. In addition, at a high physiological dose (100 MU/ml) the hormone induces functional maturation of the cortical thymocytes. Thus, the data obtained allow us to consider this hormone as a factor regulating antigen-independent differentiation of T-lymphocytes during pregnancy and determining development of the immune system in embryogenesis.